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TOWN OF WENHAM 
Zoning Board of Appeals 

Meeting Minutes of May 9, 2017 
Wenham Town Hall, 138 Main Street 

 
 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, §18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Board members, a meeting of the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) was held on Wednesday May 9, 2017 at 7 PM in the 
Selectmen Meeting Room. 
 
 
With a quorum present, Mr. Feeherry called the meeting to order at 7 pm. 
Board Members present: Jeremy Coffey, Anthony Feeherry, Chris Vance 
Also, present:  Margaret Hoffman, Planning Coordinator; Catherine Tinsley, Recording Secretary 

Public Hearing - Matthew Sanford, 8 Walnut Lane, Wenham, MA, for a variance from Sections 5.1 (Table of Dimensional 
Requirements) to construct a 10’ X 16’ accessory structure within the 15’ setback at 8 Walnut Lane (Assessors Map 14, Lot 22).  

Ms. Hoffman read the legal notice as published in the HW Chronicle April 20, 2017 & April 22, 2017 to hold a public hearing 
for a variance from Sections 5.1 (Table of Dimensional Requirements) to construct a 10’ X 16’ accessory structure within the 
15’ setback at 8 Walnut Lane (Assessors Map 14, Lot 22).  

Mr. Sanford was present and spoke to his application for a variance.   The request is to build a home office space approximately 
5 feet from the property line.  He explained the property has a strange plot line and the proposed location is the most logical 
and most pleasing aesthetically.  
The proposed structure would have electrical service and be heated/ air conditioned for year-round use; there is no plumbing. 
As a loan officer, Mr. Sanford told the Board he plans to work from home a few days a week; there would be no additional 
employee(s) and the office would not be used to see clients; this is strictly a life style choice to work from home. 
  
The hearing was open to the public for comments or questions.  There were none. 
 
Vote: Mr. Coffey moved, and it was seconded, to grant the request for a variance at 8 Walnut Lane, noting the unique top and configuration of the lot 
which supports the findings necessary for variance to only be used for home office with no employees or clients (on a regular basis).  No other changes to 
the property are approved, the building may have electric and cable/phone but no septic and/or plumbing and cannot otherwise be used for residency.  
The motion carried unanimously.  This variance runs with the land. 
 

Public Hearing - Jessica and Christopher Coughlin, 2 Lois Street, Hamilton MA for a variance from Sections 5.1 (Table of 
Dimensional Requirements) to construct a 2-car garage within the 15’ setback at 2 Lois St., Hamilton, MA (Wenham Assessors 
Map 55, Lot 44)  

Ms. Hoffman read the legal notice as published in the HW Chronicle April 20, 2017 & April 22, 2017 a variance from Sections 
5.1 (Table of Dimensional Requirements) to construct a 2-car garage within the 15’ setback at 2 Lois St., Hamilton, MA  
 
It was noted that although this property is in Hamilton, it crosses the town line and abuts other Wenham properties.  
Christopher Coughlin, applicant, was present and spoke to his application saying that although the garage can be built within 
the setbacks, (attached to the house) the preferred location places it parallel with the lot line to allow for more sunshine in the 
home and pool area. 
 
Tom Pollack, Stanton Street and the closest most impacted abutter, spoke against the location siting it is right-up against his 
property blocking his view and the sun from his yard. 
Sharon Adler, Stanton Street, also spoke against the location siting the size and location of the proposed garage, stressing the 
house already does not “fit” in the neighborhood. 
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The Board offered the petitioner to withdraw his request. 
Mr. Coughlin respectfully requested to withdraw his application for a variance.  The Board took no action. 
 
 
• Applications for the next (May 30) meeting were provided to the Board with a brief update from the Planner. 

 
• Review/approve minutes – April 5, 2017 
Vote: Mr. Coffey moved to approve the April 5, 2017 minutes and it was unanimous to do so. 

 

The Board unanimously adjourned at 7:55 pm. 

 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted By  
Catherine Tinsley 
5.21.17 

 

 

 

 


